Elucidation or Obfuscation? Which Will You Choose?
Elucidation means to make light or clear. Obfuscation means the exact
opposite, that is, to darken or to obscure. The Bible, especially prophecy, is
sent to enlighten that which is dark! See both 2 Peter 1:19-21 and Isaiah 60:1,
2. The 1260 years, extending from 538AD to 1798AD that we have spoken of
earlier, are commonly called the “dark ages”. The reason they were dark,
among others, is that the Word—God's light and lamp, the Bible— was nearly
extinguished by the Roman Church-State. See also Psalm 119:105.

The Three Essential Questions of Life
The Three essential questions of life are:
1. Where am | from?
2. Why am | here?
3. How should I live?
4. Where am | going?

The Bible alone can enter these questions coherently and compellingly. Itis
the light than can dispel that darkness of deception that will be so prevalent in
the last days of earth’s history. In fact, according to Paul in 2 Timothy 3:13,
“Evil men and imposters will grow , deceiving and
being deceived.”

Be Not Deceived: A How-to Guide
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The key to remaining undeceived is to be totally grounded in the Word of God,
the Bible. The Bible is Revelation's Sharp Sword. It alone can cut through the
cultural, political, moral and even religious darkness that saturates this planet.
We must be sure that we believe can be traced to a plain
“thus saith the Lord". This alone will ensure our safety from deception in the
difficult days in which we live. Jesus will help us! He will see us through!
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Discover: How to Get and to Remain Undeceived

Deception is dangerous. Unfortunately, deception can also be difficult to
detect. Deception “apes” truth and remains as close as possible to truth. It is
close enough to be convincing, but off enough to be wrong. This is what
makes deception so very dangerous. This lesson deals with the essence of
deception and the cure for deception. These are both topics that we have
already addressed somewhat. We will go into more detail in this lesson.

Deception defined:
According to Webster’s Dictionary, deception has two primary definitions. Write
them out in the space provided below.

1.

Three Kinds of Deception
There are 3 different kinds or types of deception; the motives are different in
each instance, but the results are the same.

1.

2.



Deception in the Last Days

According to Jesus, deception will be rampant in the days, that is,
the days just before His . Consider, for example, Matthew 24:1-
5, 11, 24. A false prophet is a religious imposter. According to Jesus,

will be deceived by these false prophets. Not all false prophets
work miracles, but apparently those that do are more dangerous and
convincing. False prophets do not announce that they are false prophets. In
fact, they themselves might not even know that they are false prophets. They
would be self-deceived. Jesus described these prophets as
in sheep’s Paul even went so far as to say that

himself transforms himself into an

What Revelation Says About Deception in the Last Days
The book of Revelation foretells that will reach epidemic
proportions in the . Note, for example, the following texts.
What do they all have in common?

Revelation 12:9

Revelation 13:14

Revelation 19:20

Revelation 20:10

The dragon uses deception. It is the hallmark of his plans and strategies. He
used it on the heavenly angels. He used it on Eve in Eden. And today, no
surprise, he continues to employ deception. In fact, his deceptive power will
only increase as we near the end of time.

Paul Shared Jesus’ and John the Revelator’s Concern About Deception
Note 2 Thessalonians 2:1-9 and make comparison with Matthew 24 and the
above texts from Revelation. Did Paul share the same concerns as Jesus and
John about deception in the last days?

In this passage Paul expresses concern about several issues:

1. the of the Lord's return

2. the of the “Man of Sin” and Satan himself

3. the rejection of and the embracing of

4. the deceitful of sin and

My Own Heart Betrays Me?!
According to Jeremiah 17:9, what is deceitful above all things?
Perhaps the most dangerous kind of deception is
Write down several texts that warn about this kind of deception.
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This is a very important, and often overlooked, point. The heart is steeped in
sin and selfishness and thus longs to accept that which accommodates and
caters to its unregenerate nature. The unconverted heart loves to hear that
which flatters it. It is almost as though our heart wants to be deceived and lied
to. This is especially true if that lie “frees” the heart and mind to indulge in
unrighteous pleasure and sin.
The Elixir (Cure) for Deception

The is the elixir for deception! It alone can free us from
deception’s power and influence. Think, for example, of Eve in the Garden of

. How different things would have been if Eve, like Jesus in the
wilderness, had stood on a plain “thus saith the " and “it is
written”. Eve should have trusted the Word of God,; it could have immediately
dispelled the darkness of Satan’s power.

In John 1:1-3, Jesus is referred to as the logos, that is the

Consider the following texts that equate with God's Word:
John 17:17
1 Thessalonians 2:13

2 Timothy 2:15



